Big Multi-Nationals Want to
Chip Away at Ontario’s Electricity
Transmission Company

Hydro One receives oversight from the provincial ~ jeopardize service. Once again, as in the Green

government, public committees and the OEB. Energy Act initiatives, multi-national companies

New transmission players, although subject to are the real winners.

OEB regulations, do not receive the same

level of public scrutiny. Sustaining and growing Ontario’s economy
requires transparent planning and sound

How then will Ontario consumers know if the investments.

new players are delivering a good deal? What
impacts will these new entrants have on Hydro t 3FOFX BOE FYQBOE PVS FMFDUSJDJUZ

One’s continuing ability to leverage assets for t 3BFOFX BOE FYQBOE PVS DMFBO IZESPI
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Clearly, system maintenance and storm repair t 3FDZDMF PVS FYJTUJOH DPBM TUBUJP
. capability will be compromised and that means bon-neutral biomass supplemented by natural
By DOﬂ MaC Kl NNonN service quality to the customer is compromised. gas when needed for peak demand
President t 6UJMJ[F DBSCPO FNJUUJOH OBUVSBM
Power Workers’ Union Ironically, tax incentives that have been in place for peak demand only
for years are designed to encourage municipal t *NQMFNFOU DPTU FGGFDUJWF DPOTFS
Twice in the past eight years, Ontario’s distribution companies to merge with one anoth- demand management programs
government faced stiff public opposition to the er to achieve cost reductions through economies
privatization of Hydro One, the provincially owned  of scale and duplication of bureaucracies. These are the best approaches to ensure
transmission company. Now a stealth effort is Ontario continues to have one of world’s most
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that will compromise service quality, reliability and  to the customers or the province and would electricity systems.

safety while driving electricity costs even higher.

Some of the same hig foreign companies
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huge wind and solar subsidies want to own and
operate expansions of the transmission lines to
connect green energy. The Ontario Energy
Board (OEB) has already granted some new
transmission licenses while other applications
are pending.

Recently, Hydro One has been criticized for
delays in connecting small solar projects to the
grid. From the outset, evidence suggested that
in many instances the connections could not be
made without jeopardizing the reliability of the
system locally. The system upgrades would be
numerous, expensive and would take time to
assess and complete. The province’s highly
generous microFIT incentives drove the num-
ber of connection requests to an overwhelming
12,000-plus. Yet, the government gave Hydro
One no choice, “directing it” to deliver. Besides
being a good example of politics overcoming
common sense, it also created an unfair impres-
sion of the company’s operational capability
while generating sympathy for new “out-of-
province” network players.

Since Sir Adam Beck founded the company

in 1906, the provincial owned Hydro One (for -
merly the Hydro Electric Power Commission of
Ontario, then Ontario Hydro) has reliably, safely
and affordably delivered electricity to Ontario
IPNFT BOE CVTJOFTTFT XIJMF HEOFSBUJGH 7JH3Jm-
cant economic prosperity. Today, Hydro One’s
assets include 30,000 kilometres (km) of high
voltage lines and associated transformer stations;
26 interconnections with neighbouring provinces
and states; and over 123,000 km of distribution
wires serving 1.3 million customers, mostly in
rural areas.

The synergy between transmission and

distribution assets throughout the province
allows for strategic location of skilled work
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quickly to system problems and storm damage.

Well over 1,300 highly trained and mobile
Hydro One Power Line Technicians and more
than 1,000 employees in the electrical forestry
group, stationed throughout Ontario, maintain
both transmission and distribution power lines.
They also respond to storm damage like the
1998 Ice Storm and many serious weather
related events every year.
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