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Letter to the Editor
The Standard
17 Queen Street
St. Catharines, ON L2R 5G5

Concerning the recent editorial "Ontario must phase out coal-fired plants" it is
becoming very apparent that being politically correct is replacing the need to actually
do any real thinking about an issue.

This editorial is a case in point. Its main assertion - that coal kills - is an unreasoned
response to expert evidence that serious flaws exist in defining health impacts of coal
generation. Smog emissions from coal can be reduced dramatically through existing
technology at a better price and with better reliability than a wholesale switch to gas-
fired generation or renewable sources such as wind power. Renewable power is
generally less reliable (the wind might not blow and droughts do happen). Compared to
natural gas prices, coal prices are rock steady.

On the issue of Greenhouse gases, gas-fired generation also produces significant
amounts of these emissions and research around the world is closing the gap so that
stations using coal can be as good or better.

On top of being easy to clean and reliable, coal reduces the price of power dramatically.
Assuming governments care about things like significant electricity increases from
closing coal stations, why wouldn't a reasonably priced source be welcome with open
arms?

If any more reasons are needed to fund research for improved coal generation - an idea
the PWU supports - the US and developing countries (even other Canadian provinces)
are going to be coal dependent for years to come. Why not be leaders in developing
technology for clean coal that would make the world a better place?

Concerning Ontario's nuclear plants, the rehabilitation and expansion of this generation
is essential for reliable, reasonably-priced base load power as recent studies show.
Along with coal and Ontario's existing hydroelectric stations, these facilities should
provide the province's power for a reliable, reasonably priced electricity future.

Yours truly,

~
Don MacKinnon
President
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